
Although we gather virtually, it’s important 
that I acknowledge that myparents migrated 
from the villages of Leulumoega and 
Saleimoa in Samoa and settled in Long Beach 
which is home to the Tongva nations, the 
original stewards of this territory. I am 
committed to uplifting the name of these 
lands and community members from these 
Nations who reside alongside us.
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EPIC was established in 2009 by a group of young Pacific 
Islander (PI) leaders who recognized the urgency to address 
the growing needs of PI families.  With experiences ranging 
from grassroots organizing to higher education administration, 
these young leaders prioritized building a strong and unified 
advocacy voice for PIs; collecting disaggregated data that 
illustrated  the needs of PI families; and establishing a pipeline 
of strong leaders who can be advocates and influencers in, 
and on behalf of, the community.  



Terisa Siagatonu

When people ask me
where I’m from,
they don’t believe me
when I say water.



Source:
Native 
Hawaiians & 
Pacific Islanders
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Advancing 
Justice- LA and 
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Source: Native Hawaiians & Pacific Islanders A Community Of Contrasts 2014











Language
Access

and
Justice

Language access is achieved 
when individuals with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP) can 
communicate effectively with 
your program staff and 
participate in your programs 
and activities.

Language justice is the right 
everyone has to communicate in 
the language in which we feel 
most comfortable



Resources provided in: Chamorro, Chuukese, Marshallese, 
Native Hawaiian, Palauan, Tongan, Samoan, and Vakaviti.



Contact
Tavae Samuelu
Executive Director
tsamuelu@empoweredpi.org

Follow us:

facebook.com/ElevateYourVoice

@EmpoweredPI

@EmpoweredPI


